Experience with a partnership program for cardiac surgery at a regional military medical center.
A Partnership Program between USAF Medical Center, Wright-Patterson (WPAFB) and Miami Valley Hospital (MVH), Dayton, Ohio, was created through CHAMPUS to provide cardiac surgical services for eligible patients. During the first year of this program, 82 patients underwent 89 percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) procedures. Sixty-one patients underwent cardiac surgery at WPAFB, 50 were referred to MVH due to ineligibility or other reasons, and five were referred to other military or civilian hospitals. The program has been successful with low morbidity and mortality (3%). Cost savings for PTCAs was $241,853 and for cardiac surgery was $462,046.